DEATH SCENE PROTOCOL FOR FIRST RESPONDERS &
DETECTIVES - AN OVERVIEW OF CAUSE AND MANNER OF

DEATH WITH CASE STUDIES

Special Emphasis on Complicated
& "Out of the Ordinary" Cases:

Anatomy of a Drug Overdose - Trends and
Red Flags

Asphyxia & Smothering VS Overdose &
Intoxication

Drownings - How Often Are They Homicides
Homicidal Falls - The Vulnerable Elderly
Baby Deaths - Co-sleeping and SUID

NOT SIDS

Child Deaths - Accidents VS
Homicides/Abuse

Homicide by Neglect

Taser / Officer Involved Deaths - Injury
Contribution to Death

Autoerotic Deaths

Multi Victim Deaths

COVID Deaths

BETHEL PD - OCTOBER 10, 2024
ENFIELD PD - JANUARY 23, 2025
MADISON PD - MARCH 6, 2025
0830-1630 - $115.00 PER OFFICER

ICLICK HERE TO ENROLL. QUESTIONS? CALL 860-593-6550



https://fs18.formsite.com/cclf/ldgf863w5m/index

Meel Your Thainel

Marisa Edelberg, Fellow-ABMDI, MS

Medicolegal Death Investigator

Marisa Edelberg has worked over 16 years as a Medicolegal Death Investigator for the Office of
the Chief Medical Examiner in Connecticut. She is 1 out of 268 investigators in the country
who is Board Certified as a Fellow for The American Board of Medicolegal Death Investigators,
and the only board certified fellow at the OCME. She is also a CT POST certified instructor in
the fields of crime scene processing as well as drug evidence recognition and identification.

In addition to her daily workload of homicide, suicide, and accident scene investigation,
Marisa has collaborated on illicit drug task force working groups alongside CTIC, CT Statewide
Narcotics, and the DEA to gather data on CT overdoses. Marisa's focus in these groups is
typically limited to heroin, synthetic opioids, and fentanyl related deaths. She presents to a
variety of government, state, and local agencies, including but not limited to the FBI, HIDTA
INTEL, CT Fairfield Detective School, and NEOA Criminal Investigation School. She presented
at the International Forensic Medicine Association Death Investigation seminar in Daytona
Beach, Florida, working alongside death investigators from around the country. She trained
the Vermont State Troopers as well as their local State's Attorneys. She has trained various
police departments in Connecticut including Hartford, East Hartford, Enfield, Southington,
Manchester, Waterbury, and Shelton, as well as CT State's Attorneys. She has also trained for
Hartford Healthcare Hospitals, EMS PRO, and local EMS, EMT, and paramedic first responders.
She has provided brief synopsis training at various public opioid conferences sponsored by
and for the DPH in CT.

Marisa’s trainings typically focus on anatomy of a drug overdose at death scenes as well as
recognizing red flags of likely overdoses. Her list titled “Red Flags Indicating Drug Overdoses
at Death Scenes” has been widely dispersed to agencies throughout the state and has been
used as a model for neighboring states. She focuses on analyzing evidence that is present, as
well as evidence that is missing from scenes. She also focuses on differential diagnosis related
to cause and manner of deaths on crime scenes. In addition to deaths related to drug
overdose trainings, Marisa offers overall death investigation trainings so that those present on
death scenes may interpret evidence and post mortem artifacts properly.

Marisa has a B.A. in Psychology with a minor in Russian from Binghamton University, and an
M.S. in Criminal Justice: Forensic Computer Investigation specializing in Forensic Science:
Advanced Investigation from the University of New Haven.

Providing Quality Training For Those Who Protect Since 1974



